VILLAGE CHURCH | SUNDAY SMALL GROUP GUIDE PARTICIPANT

THERE'S ALWAYS A WAY

Faithfulness is possible right where we are.

BIG IDEA

There's always a way to be faithful where we are, even before we get where we're going.

MESSAGE SUMMARY READ TOGETHER
While Village Church waits for its new building, the church can still gather, serve and Genesis 39:2, 21
encourage others. Joseph remained faithful through betrayal, injustice and waiting The Lord was with Joseph.

because God was with him. God did not make every event good, but He brought good
through painful circumstances. We can trust God and serve people before our
circumstances change.

Genesis 50:20

God brings good from harm.

Romans 8:28

ICEBREAKER - CHOOSE ONE

Option 1: When has a delay or change of plans unexpectedly opened a door for something good?

Option 2: Who has encouraged you at just the right time, and what did they do?

TALK IT THROUGH

What stood out to you about the church gathering in a different place? How does the sermon redefine what the church is?
If needed: the church is people following Jesus, not a particular building.

Joseph did what was right and still ended up in prison. How does his story challenge the idea that faithfulness always makes life
easier?

If needed: hardship does not mean God is absent or obedience has failed.

The sermon repeats, "The LORD was with Joseph." What difference might that truth make while you are waiting for circumstances
to change?

If needed: trust, perseverance and serving with what is available today.

Joseph said his brothers intended harm, but God intended good. How can we affirm that evil is real while trusting God to work
through it?

If needed: God can redeem wrong without calling the wrong itself good.

What can we learn from the prisoners who found creative ways to encourage one another despite their restrictions?
If needed: encouragement can be small, inventive and deeply meaningful.

Where are you tempted to wait until you "get there" before serving or encouraging someone? What could faithfulness look like right
here?

If needed: a call, prayer, practical help or reaching out to someone overlooked.

THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE

Identify one person you can encourage this week - at home, school, work or church. Choose a concrete action (a call, note, prayer or
practical help), follow through, and be ready to share what happened.
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LEADER

THERE'S ALWAYS A WAY

Create space for honesty, hope and one faithful next step.

A SIMPLE 60-MINUTE RHYTHM

1 Connect 2 Read

Welcome and choose an
icebreaker.

LEAD THE CONVERSATION

1. Begin with presence, not quick solutions. The Lord was with
Joseph in both success and hardship.

2. Distinguish faithfulness from guaranteed ease. Joseph
suffered even when he did what was right.

3. Make room for people facing real delays or losses. Do not
minimize their pain.

4. Move from broad observations to one specific act of
encouragement this week.

5. Protect confidentiality and avoid pressuring anyone to share
personal details.

KEEP THE MAIN THING CLEAR

Read the key passages aloud.

3 Discuss 4 Respond

Choose 3-4 questions; do not
rush.

Name a next step and pray.

HELPFUL FOLLOW-UPS

What part of Joseph's story resonates with you?

What makes waiting especially difficult?

How have you experienced encouragement in a hard season?

What might faithfulness look like this week?

Who could use a reminder that they are seen?

How can the group support you or pray?

- The church is not a building: we gather, meet, grow and go wherever we are.

- God was with Joseph in the household and in prison; His presence was not dependent on circumstances.

- Genesis 50:20 does not call betrayal or injustice good; it shows God can bring good from them.

- Romans 8:28 calls us to trust God without claiming every event is itself good.

- There is always a way to serve, encourage and shine the light of Jesus today.

CLOSING PRAYER

Lord, thank You that You were with Joseph in every season. Help us trust
You when plans change and waiting is hard. Keep us from calling pain

good, but remind us that You can work through it. Open our eyes to
someone who needs encouragement this week. Give us courage to serve

faithfully right where we are. Amen.
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BEFORE GROUP

- Read Genesis 39:2, 21; 50:20; Romans 8:28.
- Choose 3-4 questions.
- Prepare your own example of faithful waiting.

- Leave time to identify one person to
encourage.

- Consider who may need follow-up.




