VILLAGE CHURCH | SUNDAY SMALL GROUP GUIDE PARTICIPANT GUIDE

IT'S ALWAYS SOMETHING

Anchor yourself in our constant God when life keeps changing.

BIG IDEA

There will always be something. God will always be with us.
Faithful obedience is worth the cost.

MESSAGE SUMMARY READ TOGETHER

Village’s unexpected delay reminded us that life rarely follows our 2 Samuel 24:18-25

timeline. Josh pointed to David, who refused to offer God a sacrifice that Notice David’s response in verse
cost him nothing. Following God can require real sacrifice, even when 24.

plans change. Our “somethings” do not surprise God or drive Him away.

We can pause, remember His presence, and keep taking the next faithful Parallel account:

step. 1 Chronicles 21:18-30

ICEBREAKER — CHOOSE ONE

Option 1: What small “something” recently interrupted your plans? (A flat tire; a lost wallet; an appliance breaking.)

Option 2: What worthwhile thing was harder than you expected? (Learning a skill; raising kids; completing a project.)

TALK IT THROUGH

o Which part of Josh’s message connected with your life right now?
(The endless to-do list; disappointment over a delay; the reminder that God stays with us.)

o Read verse 24. Why did David insist on paying when Araunah offered everything freely?
(David wanted his own offering to involve real sacrifice, rather than letting someone else bear the cost.)

Where might obeying God cost you something in this season?
(Time to serve; money to give; pride to apologize; convenience to help someone.)

Josh said, “Anything worth doing is worth doing... even when it’s difficult.” How can we stay faithful when our
plans change?

(Remember the purpose; pray; adjust the plan; take the next step instead of giving up.)

When the “somethings” pile up, how do you usually respond? What helps you remember God is with you?
(I complain or try to control everything; prayer, Scripture, or a trusted friend helps me pause.)

How can our group help someone keep going this week—including as Village navigates this delay?
(Check in; pray together; help with a practical need; serve when opportunities arise.)

THIS WEEK’S CHALLENGE

Pause. Remember. Respond. Name one “something” weighing on you. Pray, “God, You are with me. Help me
take the next faithful step.” Choose one act of obedience, even if it costs time, comfort, or pride. Share it with
someone in the group and check in before next week.
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IT'S ALWAYS SOMETHING

Create space for honesty, encouragement, and one faithful next step.

A SIMPLE 60-MINUTE RHYTHM

1 Connect 2 Read 3 Discuss 4 Respond

10 MIN 10 MIN 30 MIN 10 MIN

Welcome everyone and Recap the big idea; read Choose 3-4 questions; Name a next step and
choose an icebreaker. 2 Samuel 24:18-25. leave room for honesty. pray for one another.
LEAD THE CONVERSATION HELPFUL FOLLOW-UPS

1. Start with honesty. Acknowledge disappointment. ) )
Faithfulness and frustration can exist in the same When an answer is brief or general, try:
conversation.
“Tell us more about that.”
2. Let silence work. Give people time to answer. Sample

answers are prompts, not an answer key ”What feels hardest r|ght now?”

3. Listen before fixing. Thank people for sharing. Ask

. : \ L ) . “What is within r control?”
before giving advice; avoid minimizing a hard situation. atis your contro

4. Share the room. Invite quieter voices without putting “What would one faithful step look like?”

anyone on the spot. It is okay to pass.
“How can we help carry this with you?”
5. Protect trust. Keep stories confidential unless
someone is in danger. Follow up with anyone who needs
support.

KEEP THE MAIN THING CLEAR

David’s altar followed his sin and repentance. Josh explicitly distinguished that setting from Village’s building
delay; do not suggest this delay is punishment.

The shared principle is personal, costly obedience. We do not earn God’s love through sacrifice. Difficulty alone
does not prove a decision is right. God’s presence gives us courage to obey without a guarantee of an easy
process or our preferred timeline.

CLOSING PRAYER BEFORE GROUP

Father, thank You that none of our “somethings” surprise You. Read the main passage.

Help us bring You our frustration and remember that You are « Choose 3-4 questions.

with us. Give us wisdom to know our next step and courage to * Prepare one honest example.
obey when it costs us something. Strengthen our church, guide « Leave time for prayer.

our leaders, and help us care for one another. Keep us focused « Plan a midweek check-in.

on leading people into a growing relationship with Jesus. Amen. « Pray for Village and those carrying

heavy burdens.
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